
Mammals
Pipistrelle Bats

Pipistrelles are the smallest and most common bat in the UK. They have a fast, jerky flight and emerge
from their roosts to feed relatively early.  They hunt small moths, gnats and other small insects. A
single pipistrelle can consume up to 3,000 insects in one night despite being so small that it can fit
inside a matchbox. Pipistrelles also weigh less than a 2p coin.

Maternity roosts can contain 40 to 100 adults. Young Pipistrelles feed on their mother’s milk only and
take their first flight at around 3 weeks old. They can live for up to 16 years.

Daubenton’s Bats:

Daubenton’s bats leave their roosts to hunt at twilight and are fast agile fliers. This is a small species
with a pinkish-brown face. They have large furry feet, which they use to grab prey from the surface
of the water. They hibernate from around September to April and the females enter the hibernacula
before the males.

Daubenton’s can live for up to 22 years and they fly at around 15 miles per hour

There can be several hundred Daubenton’s in a summer colony.

Roe Deer

 Roe deer are seen within the country park but are a less common sight during the day when the
country park is busy.
These small deer have a white to buff patch on their rump, a black nose and 'moustache', and a white
chin. Their coat varies from sandy to reddish-brown in the summer, to grey/ brown or even black in
winter. Roe deer moult in the spring, giving the coat a moth-eaten appearance. The antlers, which
have no more than three points grow in winter, and are shed in the autumn. They feed on brambles,
roses, herbs, grasses, and the leaves of young broad-leaved trees and bushes - but they are very
particular - choosing only the most nutritious items
Both male and female roe deer are highly territorial. They scent mark their territory and this also
gives information about the sex, age and dominance of the individual deer.  They also have a very good
sense of smell and hearing, and their vision is acutely aware of moving objects. When alarmed, roe
deer bark.

Badgers:

Badgers are the largest members of the weasel family in Britain.
They dig tunnels and chambers called setts in small woodland clearings or copses and these underground
homes are passed down from one generation to the next.
Badgers communicate by smell. Each has a slightly different musky
scent which is how they recognise one another. Their hearing is
sharp and although they don't have good eyesight, they can spot
movement or unusual objects nearby. They are largely nocturnal
 animals.
Black and white stripes running from nose to shoulder make these creatures easy to recognise. Their
wedge-shaped bodies and short, strong legs are perfectly adapted for digging. Badgers eat frogs,
rodents, birds, eggs, lizards, insects, seeds, berries and bulbs but earthworms are their favourite food.
One badger can consume up to 200 in a night. Female badgers are called sows and males boars. They
can breed at any time of the year and have litters of between one and six cubs.
In the UK it’s an offence to kill, injure or capture a badger, or to interfere with
its sett.



Foxes
Red foxes have become the most widespread “dogs” in the wild, having
overtaken grey wolves to the top spot. As the name suggests, red foxes
have red/brown fur. The long, bushy tail (brush) is often tipped with
white fur, and the backs of the ears are black, as are part of the legs.
They have slender muzzles, with white fur on the top lip, and some
individuals have black tear marks. The chest is often white. Red fox
are typically found in woodland and open country. They are
opportunist feeders and eat insects, earthworms, fruit, berries,
wild birds, small mammals and scraps left by humans. Red foxes
are primarily active at dusk and night. They are solitary, but they very occasionally group together in
a pack.

Vixens come into heat once a year for one to six days. Vixens give birth to four to seven cubs in a
den or earth. Red fox are not considered to be dangerous and are the most widespread and abundant
carnivore in the world.

Hedgehogs

The hedgehog has a long pointed nose with a snuffly snout at the end. This accounts for the 'hog' part
of their name. They live in undergrowth and hedgerows, which explains the 'hedge' part of their name.

When threatened, the hedgehog can roll up into a ball, with spines sticking out in all directions.
Hedgehog spines protect the animal from attackers; the spines are extremely sharp and are one of
the strongest structural materials known, weight for weight. The spines are also flexible, so they act
as shock absorbers if the hedgehog falls.

Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals, living in undergrowth and hedgerows. They eat slugs, snails, insects
and even mice. The legs of the hedgehog are quite long; they can run very fast when necessary, such
as to catch a mouse. Normally, however, they keep the legs tucked underneath them and give the
impression of slow, tank-like creatures. Hedgehogs are not quiet - they don't need to worry about
anything attacking them and the creatures they hunt will not be frightened off, so they merrily tramp
through the undergrowth, oblivious to the noise. The easiest way to find a hedgehog is to listen.

Hedgehogs are born in the spring, usually with four in a litter. Their spines are soft at first, but they
quickly harden. In the autumn, the mother will bring her family to a place with lots of food and abandon
them. The hedgehog spends the rest of its life as a solitary animal, meeting other hedgehogs only
occasionally to mate. The young hedgehog spends all of autumn eating as much food as possible to
prepare for the long winter. During the coldest part of the winter, the hedgehog hibernates, usually
in a pile of leaves, so it needs as much body weight as possible to survive.

Squirrels
Grey squirrels are commonly seen in the country park. There have been no
sightings of red squirrels within the park for a few years. Squirrels are the
most active in late winter, when the mating season begins. The males will chase
the females, as well as, chase off other suitors. The chasing ritual takes place
through the trees at top speed and can be quite a sight!!

A baby squirrel weighs approximately one ounce at birth, and is about one inch
long. They do not have hair or teeth, and are virtually blind for the first six to
eight weeks. Squirrels eyes are located high, on each side of their head. 
This allows them a wide field of vision, without turning their head and their
brain is about the size of a walnut.

The grey squirrel’s diet consists of nuts, seeds and fruit. It will eat bird eggs, bugs, and even an animal
carcass if there is no other food source available. The average adult squirrel needs to eat about a pound
of food a week to maintain an active life.

A squirrel’s teeth grow continuously.  Their incisor's will grow six inches per year, but stay short due
to the constant wear they receive Squirrels will chew on tree branches to sharpen and clean their
teeth.



Squirrels communicate through a series of chirps. The frequency, and the duration of the notes
communicate everything from laughter to alarm. These sounds when used alongside tail gestures form
the basis for squirrel communication. When a squirrel senses danger, its first instinct is to stand
motionless. If on the ground it will race to the closest tree, or other climbable object to escape. If it
is in a tree, it will circle the trunk with its body pressed tightly to the bark.

The male tree squirrel takes twice as long, as the female, to groom itself. They are the cleanest animal
in the rodent family.

Common shrew

Shrews are the second most common British mammal. They have silky dark brown fur, with a pale
underside. Shrews have pointed mobile snouts with small eyes and red-tipped teeth. Common shrews
are insectivorous and carnivorous, feeding on insects, slugs, spiders, worms and carrion. They need to
eat 80-90 per cent of their own body weight in food daily. Except for when rearing young, shrews are
solitary and are extremely aggressive towards each other. On meeting strangers of the same sex, shrews
will momentarily freeze, and then squeak loudly and rear onto their hind legs. They may then chase
each other, resulting in a scuffle where they aim bites and kicks at each other.

Shrews build nests below the ground or under dense vegetation. They have a good sense of smell and
hearing, but their eyesight is poor. They locate prey hidden up to 12cm deep in soil, by probing and
sniffing with their snout. They are active both day and night (but mostly at night), and rest for only a
few minutes between bouts of activity.

Females give birth to anything between 1-10 young (typically 6). The females’ rear 2-4 litters a year with
no help from the males. The young are weaned after 22-25 days, after which they are fully independent
of their mothers. When disturbed from the nest, young common shrews will sometimes follow their
mother in a caravan fashion, using their mouths to hold on to the tail of the sibling in front.

Voles

Field voles have grey-brown fur, small eyes and ears and a short tail. They have pale grey under-parts.
They primarily feed on green leaves and grasses.

In the summer, field voles are generally nocturnal, but in the winter, when food is scarce, they also come
out during the day.

Field voles use a network of runways to make their way to tunnel entrances. As they travel, they leave
a trail of scent to warn off other voles. Hunting birds of prey, such as kestrels, look out for the UV light
that radiates from the trails.

Stoats

In winter, the stoat's fur turns completely white, except for the black tip to its tail. During this time,
they are called 'ermine'. Stoats have a long slim body, and a long tail, the end of which is almost always
black. The fur is chestnut brown in summer, with a lighter underside. Males are larger than females.

Stoats are largely carnivorous, and eat rodents such as voles and mice, as well as rabbits and birds. They
kill by a bite to the back of the neck, and may travel as far as 8km in one hunt.
Stoat dens can be in hollow trees, burrows or rock crevices, for example in dry stone walls. The female
is territorial in the breeding season, but males are not. Stoats have a good sense of sight, smell and
hearing, which they use to help them hunt.


